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Guilherme Bernstein Seixas 
 

  Definição de Poesia 
 

Boris Pasternak (1890 - 1960) 
 
DEFINIÇÃO DE POESIA 
 DEFINITION OF POETRY 
 
Um risco maduro de assobio.     compasso/bar 34 
 It's a whistle blown ripe in a trice, 
O trincar do gelo comprimido. 
 It's the cracking of ice in a gale, 
A noite, a folha sob o granizo.     comp. 43 
 It's a night that turns green leaves to ice, 
Rouxinóis num dueto-desafio.     comp. 49 
 It's a duel of two nightingales. 
 
Um doce ervilhal abandonado.     comp. 58 
 It is sweet-peas run gloriously wild, 
A dor do universo numa fava.     comp. 61 
 It's the world's twinking tears in the pod, 
Fígaro: das estantes e flautas -    comp. 77 
 It is Figaro like hot hail hurled 
Geada no canteiro, tombado.     comp. 87 
 From  the flutes on the wet flower bed. 
 
Tudo o que para a noite releva 
 It is all that the night hopes to find 
Nas funduras da curva do rio. 
 On the bottom of deep bathing pools, 
Trazer para o jardim uma estrela    comp. 95 
 It's the star carried to the fish-pond 
Nas palmas úmidas, tiritando. 
 In your hands, wet and trembling and cool. 
 
Mormaço: como pranchas na água,    comp. 105 
 This close air is as flat as the boards 
Mais raso. Céu de bétulas, turvo.    comp. 109 
 In the pond. The sky's flat on its face. 
Se dirá que as estrelas gargalham    comp. 115 
 It would be fun if these stars guffawed- 
E no entanto o universo está surdo. 
 But the universe is a dull place. 
 
1917 
  Tradução de Haroldo de Campos 
   Translated by Sergei Roy 
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.ȯ

˙b œ œ œb œ

œb œ œ œb œ œ

œ
œb

œb
œ

˙b

.˙

&

&

B

?

?

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

16 .>̇
.ȯ

˙b œ œ œb œ

œ œ œ œb œ œb

œ
œb

œb
œ

˙b

.˙

œ>
œo

œ>
œo

œ>
œo

œb
>

œ œb œ œ
>

œ œ œ œ
>

œ œ œ

œb

>

œ œb œ œ

>

œ œ œ œ

>

œ œ œ

œ œb

>
œb

œb
œ

œ

>
œ

œ
œ

.˙

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

>̇

ȯ
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ȯ

J
œ .œ

gliss.

w

≥

w

≥

w
≥

w

≥

Meno Mosso Úª§

˙

p espressivo

3

œ œ œb

œb

p espressivoß

œ œ œ œ .˙

w

p espressivo

∑

∑

˙ ˙

˙ ˙b

˙ ˙

Ó ˙b

p

Ó
˙b

p

&

&

B

?

?

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
6

4
6

4
6

4
6

4
6

22

w

wb

œb

espr. e liberamente

œ œ œ œ œ œ œb œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

w

w

˙

3

œ œ œb

œb

pß

œ œ œ œ .˙

w

∑

∑

˙b ˙

˙ ˙b

˙ ˙

Ó ˙b

Ó
˙b

molto rit.
.œ

J
œn -

œ œn œ œ œ œ œ# -
œ
-

.œ#
j

œ-

˙

˙

a tempo

f

f

f

f

f

˙

˙

3

œ œ œ

˙ œ œ œ œ œ ˙

.˙ œ œ œ œ ˙

œ œ œ œ .˙ ˙

œ œ œ œ .˙ ˙

2



&

&

B

?

?

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

27

˙# ˙

3

œ œ œ

˙ œ œ œ œ œ ˙

˙ œ œ œ œ œ ˙

œ œ œ œ
œ w

œ œ œ œ
œ w

rit.

˙
˙b

3

œ œb œ

œ œb œb œ œ w

˙b œ
œ

œ
œ

œ ˙

.w

w Ó

p

p

p

p

p

w

Œ
œ
œ

pizz.
Ó

.˙ œ

˙ Ó

∑

.˙
œb

Œ
œ
œ Ó

w

∑

∑

˙b œb -
œ-

∑

˙ œ-
œb
-

˙

pizz.
Ó

∑

.˙

Œ
˙

∏

˙
o

.˙b

∑

∑

.˙

œ

œ
o

œ
o

Œ

œ œ-
œb
-

˙
Œ

∑

&

&

B

?

?

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

π

π

π

π

π

Tempo I.34

œ# œ œ œ ˙ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ .˙

˙# œ œ œ# œn œ#

œ œ œ œ# œ ˙#

œ œ œ œ# œ ˙#

œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œn œ œ# .œ
j

œ#

œ œ œ# œ œ
˙

˙ œ œ# œ œ œ#

˙ œ œ# œ œ œ#

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ

œ œ œ# œ œ#
œ œ œ# œ œ

w

˙n œ œ œ œ# œ

˙n œ œ œ œ# œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ

œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ# œ œ œ#
œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙
J
œ

.œ-

˙
J
œ

.œ-

&

&

B

?

?

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

4
2

f

f

f

f

f

38
œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ

œ œ# œ œ œ# œ œ œ ˙

w

w

molto dim.

molto dim.

molto dim.

molto dim.

molto dim.

œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙#
œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ .œ
J
œ

˙
j

œ

.œ

˙
j

œ

.œ

œ# œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ# œ

œ#
œ#

ß

œ œ œ œ œ

œ

ß

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ#

œ .˙

œ .˙

3

Um risco maduro de assobio. O trincar do gelo comprimido.
It's a whistle blown ripe in a trice, It's the cracking of ice in a gale,
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A noite, a folha sob o granizo.
It's the night that turns green leaves to ice,

Rouxinóis num dueto-desafio.
It's a duel of two nightingales.
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Um doce ervilhal abandonado.
It is sweet-peas run gloriosly wild,

A dor do universo numa fava.
It's the world's twinking tears in the pod,
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Fígaro: das estantes e flautas _
It' is Figaro like hot hail hurled from the flutes on the wet flower bed.
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Geada no canteiro, tombado. Tudo o que para a noite releva nas funduras da casa de banho,
It is all that the night hopes to find on the bottom of deep bathing pools,
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8 Trazer para o jardim uma estrela
It's the star carried to the fish-pond in your hands,

tiritando.
... and cool.nas palmas úmidas,

wet and trembling ...
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Mormaço: como pranchas na alma, mais raso.
This close air is as flat as the boards in the pond.

turvo.
The sky's flat on its face.

Se dirá que as estrelas gargalham,
It would be fun if these stars guffawed - 

e no entanto o universo está surdo.
but the universe is a dull place.

Céu de bétulas,
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